
An American Human 
Rights Crisis

Life Without Parole:



Despite popular belief, 
life without parole 

(LWOP) is not a 
άƘǳƳŀƴŜέ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

state-sanctioned 
execution.



It is simply another 
form of the 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΧ

ΧŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ 
incarceration.



Lǘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜŀƭŜŘ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
redemption and personal transformation are not 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΧ

and that it is reasonable and just to forever 
define an individual by his worst act.



There are over 53,000 
people serving LWOP 
in the United States.



And over 44,000
pŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ άŘŜ 
ŦŀŎǘƻ [²htΣέsentences

that exceed the 
human lifespan.



In contrast, in Europe there are fewer than 100 people
serving LWOP, a number too small to fill even one

typical American prison yard. 



The European 
Court of Human 
Rights has held 

LWOP to be 
cruel and 
degrading 

punishment, 
and a violation 
of human rights 
because of its 

complete denial 
of hope.



!ǎ ŀ άŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣέ [²ht ŘŜƴƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
possibility of redemption and restoration.



tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ [²htΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ άƘƛŘŘŜƴ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΦέ The Vatican Criminal Code has abolished 

all life sentences.


